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GENERAL NEWS 


A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 


C AIL EN DAR 


JANUARY 1996 
Jes) 


ANNIVERSARIES 


Ist, 1886: Opening of Lal Lal to Lal Lal 
Racecourse line (110) 

Ist, 1916: Opening of Linton to Skipton line (80) 

Ist, 1941: Closure of Welshpool to Port 
Welshpool line (55) 

7th, 1886: Opening of Darlimurla to Mirboo 
North line (110 

7th, 1986: Withdrawal from service of seven 
remaining suburban electric parcel vans (10) 

9th, 1871: Melbourne to Essendon line re-opened 
after purchase by Government in 1867 (125) 

12th, 1986: Restored four-car Tait train set 
(381M-230D-208T-317M) returned to service 
with ElecRail (10) 

15th, 1891: Opening of Redesdale Junction to 
Redesdale line (105) 

24th, 1981: Opening of Museum station, the first 
of three underground stations on the City 
Loop (15) 

= tae Railways department established 

140 

1901: Flinders Street station re-building 
commenced, using the design of two 
tailwaymen, H R C Ashworth and J Fawcett. 

1971: Ararat coal stage demolished (25) 

1986: New livery introduced progressively on 
V/Line Passenger sets (tangerine sides, grey 
roof, green and white stripes) (10) 

1986: Introduction of ‘Daylink’ train/bus service 
to Adelaide via Dimboola (10) 


FEBRUARY 
faeces) 


ANNIVERSARIES 


Ist, 1951: Victorian Government centenary — 
Commonwealth Travelling Exhibition Train 
commenced touring Victoria until 30 June (45) 

Ist, 1971: Melbourne Underground Loop 
Authority established (25) 

5th, 1966: First phase of Melbourne Goods Yard 
re-arrangement scheme completed (30) 

6th, 1956: First automatically operated boom 
barriers installed at Toorak Road, Tooronga, 
level crossing (40) 

ae 1941: H220, ‘Heavy Harry’ entered service 

55) 

8th, 1921: Opening of Alberton - Yarram line (75) 

15th, 1976: Opening of Ararat - Scallan’s Hill 
line (120) 

22nd, 1971: Cafeteria car introduced on the 
Overland for use of economy passengers (25) 

28th, 1861: Opening of Newmarket to 
Flemington Racecourse line (135) 

1986: Introduction of boom barriers at South 
Geelong level crossing and partial 
replacement of semaphore signals with 
coloured lights (10) 

1986: Completion of stage one of a third track 
from Caulfield to Moorabbin (10) 


MARCH 
Ean 
ANNIVERSARIES 


Ist, 1976: New Flinders Street ‘E’ signalbox 
commissioned (20) 

Ist, 1981: Closure of Bandiana to Cudgewa and 
Diggora West to Cohuna lines (15) 
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INNOVATION ON SHOW 


V/Line Freight’s stand at the Australian 
Freight Congress 95 highlighted the 
variety of services the business unit 
now offers. 


In recent years, V/Line Freight has 
expanded its freight operations to 
include on-farm grain pick-up, intra- 
state container services, refrigerated 
containers for fruit and perishable 
goods and has expanded its market 
into southern New South Wales and 
South Australia. 


V/Line Freight Managing Director, 
Marinus Van Onselen, addressed the 
congress using these examples to show 
how W/Line Freight had challenged 
theories that railways were only com- 
petitive when hauling bulk freight over 
long distances. 


BUMPER WHEAT SEASON 
TIPPED 


Media reports indicate that Australia as 
a whole will see a record grain harvest 
over the 1995/96 season, with above 
average yields for farmers. A report on 
the television news on Thurs.9.11, said 
that for the first time the Victorian 
export grain market will reach the one 
billion dollar mark in sales. A world- 
wide wheat shortage will also push the 
prices above previous years. 

V/Line Freight will be put to the test 
of hauling bulk consignments of 
export grain on its lines to the ports of 
Portland and Geelong. 
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The re-opened line to Tocumwal 
and converted standard gauge lines in 
western Victoria will see much activ- 
ity; and with V/Line Freight utilising 
its popular farm pick-up scheme, grain 
from South Australia and New South 
Wales will be railed to Victorian ports. 

With a record harvest tipped, V/Line 
Freight will be required to operate 
trains around the clock, with every 
available locomotive and wagon in ser- 
vice. Additional locos will be placed 
on standard gauge and broad gauge 
freights will have locos re-rostered to 
release engines (particularly G class) 
to work grain trains. Some engines 
presently in storage, such as S class at 
Bendigo, are expected to return to haul 
grain trains. There also are investiga- 
tions into hiring preserved diesel locos 
from Steamrail and other groups to 
work during the season. 

V/Line Freight will also be better 
equipped to meet the task at hand with 
the new enterprise agreements with 
train crews; less shunting using block 
trains, the Section Authority Working 
and driver only operation on some 
lines. 

The record grain harvest will directly 
benefit V/Line Freight with additional 
income. 


STONY POINT LINE 
PROMOTION 


The V/Line Passenger division has 
taken great pride in operating the 
Frankston - Stony Point shuttle ser- 


G511 descends Bealiba Bank with 9140 up goods to Maryborough. 
Sat.4.11.95 Graham Withers 


vice, and on Sun.12.11, a great pro- 
motion was held with free train rides 
over the line using a push-pull H set 
and the regular passenger set. 

The stations along the line have 
been given new signage and Stopping 
Place No.15 has been renamed Moora- 
doo (Aboriginal for Stony Point). Car- 
riages of the MTH type have been 
repainted in the new livery and staff on 
the trains wear the V/Line uniform. 

The line also features prominently 
in the V/Line day tripper brochure, 
with details of places of interest to 
tourists along the line. 

New card timetables issued by 
V/Line, include the times for the ferry 
service to French Island. 

As part of the promotions, the 
Minister for Public Transport, made 
a journey on the line on Thurs.9.11, 
on the train, featuring an N class loco 
in the new Passenger livery. 


V/LINE INTERSTATE LINK 
SERVICES 


V/Line Passenger division has pro- 
duced a new brochure to market its 
Interstate Link Services. The brochure 
is aimed at attracting tourists to take 
advantage of the Adelaide Daylink, 
Canberra Link and Sapphire Coast 
Link services. 

The brochure makes mention of the 
comfort of modern trains and luxury 
coaches, with daylight travel times as 
being ideal for tourists, children and 
older travellers. It also states that these 
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GENERAL NEWS 


SS 


N452 and three MTH cars in the new V/Line Passenger livery stand at Frankston 


prior to running the 11 50 Stony Point pass. Thurs.9.11.95 Stephen Molloy 


services offer the best value fares, with 
no strings attached with the availability 
of catering on most train services, 
connecting with link coaches. 


Due to the transfer of interstate pas- 
senger trains to Countrylink and Aus- 
tralian National, the revenue generated 
from these services to V/Line has sig- 
nificantly reduced, and by marketing 
link coach services, it is hoped to 
recapture a share of the interstate travel 
market. 


The VW/Line Canberra Link service 
still represents one of the fastest jour- 
ney times for point to point land trans- 
port between the two capital cities. 


CORRECTION 


Tragedy at Werribee: (Novem- 
ber 1995, p.332). 

Mr Gary McDonald, Director of 
West Coast Railway, has advised 
that part of this report was sub- 
stantially incorrect. In fact all five 


carriages and brakevan of the 
train derailed and the first two 
struck the lineside structures 
which were dislodged resulting 
in the death of the motorist. 
NEWSRAIL apologises to West 
Coast Railway for this error. 


X36-T371-T392 haul a lengthy 9084 up Deniliquin goods between Rochester and Elmore 


on Mon.6.11.95 Stephen Molloy 


~ 
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FLEXIDAY 1971 


— Part 2 — 


Jack McLean concludes his 
article about the safeworking 


The Train Register Book 


The times of all trains, APIX, ACRE 
and other messages and actions, like 
locking the staff away (SLA), had all to 
be recorded in the Train Register Book. 


The over-carried staff 


The section between Racecourse and 
Goornong was similar to that between 
North Bendigo and the Racecourse 
except that the staff for the former sec- 
tion had to be taken from North Bendigo to either Race- 
course or Goornong, before it could be used and returned to 
North Bendigo at the conclusion of the special services. 

It would have been preferable for the opening of the short 
sections to have been made with a down train and the closing 
with an up train, the guards of such trains carrying the Race- 
course - Goornong staff between North Bendigo as a signed- 
for parcel. However the Working Time Table showed that the 
last down train which preceded the first of the day’s passenger 
trains was the 5.45 am down Cohuna goods, which ran incon- 
veniently early. There were no suitable up trains and in any 


arrangements at Bendigo 
Racecourse and describes the 
railway events that occurred 
on Race Day 1971 


Jack McLean 
Photos by the Author 


case, the divided staff could not have 
been located and introduced at Goor- 
nong, because that station did not have 
a stationmaster, who was a necessity 
for such action. 

Instead, the Bendigo Block & Signal 
Inspector introduced the temporary 
arrangements. After he had removed 
the divided staff from the electric staff 
instrument he took the Racecourse - 
Goornong staff and appropriate ticket- 
box to Goornong by car and then returned to the racecourse 
with the North Bendigo - Racecourse staff and the two appro- 
priate Racecourse ticket boxes. All of this was done by about 
9.30 am and in time for the signalling of the up Cohuna 
railmotor. 


RACE DAY 


And so at 8.30 am on Thursday 24 June 1971, I showed my 
Economy Return ticket ($4.20) at platform 5 Spencer Street 
and set out for ‘A day at the races’, armed with a considerable 
amount of information, none of which was about horses. 


The fireman of the Race Special has just accepted the divided staff for the short section to Bendigo Racecourse 
from the signaller at North Bendigo Junction. Within a few minutes, B81 and its train will arrive at the 
Bendigo Racecourse platform. Thurs.13.11.69 
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BENDIGO 


NTH BGO JON 


RACECOURSE 


GOORNONG 


(020 
FROM 
COHUNA 


W-01 
FRON 
DENILI QUIN 


DENILIOUIN COHUNA 


GRAPH A shows the timetabled movements for the day 


The Cohuna motor was tabled to leave Goornong at 10 30 and 
pass the Junction at 11 00. It was to be followed by the Deniliquin 
motor which was tabled to leave Goornong at 11 01, 1 minute after 
the Cohuna motor had cleared the Junction. 

The Race Special was given 5 minutes at Bendigo, apparently to 
avoid having to wait at the Junction for the Deniliquin motor. The 
Race Special was tabled to arrive at the Racecourse at 11 35 and 


BENDIGO 
NTH BGO JCN 


although the empty cars were not given any times, it is likely that 
they would clear the single line at North Bendigo Junction for the 
down Deniliquin motor which in turn would need to free No.1 
platform at Bendigo for the servicing of the empty cars. The Special 
Goods Train being run at 12 35 indicates that it would precede the 
return empty cars. The up Race Special is timed at the Junction in 
ample time to clear the down Cohuna motor. 


RACECOURSE 


42DRO 


GOORNONG | 


GRAPH B shows the actual movements of the trains on Race Day 


The Block and Signal Inspector (the Inspector) had been out to 
the Junction and distributed the two Staffs and the Ticket Boxes to 
Goornong and to the Racecourse about 10 am. 

The Cohuna motor was 2 minutes late through Goornong and 
took a Staff Ticket to the Racecourse leaving the Racecourse - 
Goornong Staff at Goornong for the Deniliquin motor. At 
Racecourse the Cohuna motor was given another Ticket leaving the 
Junction - Racecourse Staff at the Racecourse because it was then 
expected that the Deniliquin motor would be the next train 
through the section. 

The Race Train however was 7 minutes early arriving at Bendigo. 
It stopped there only momentarily, allowing two passengers to leave 
the train, and it continued on its journey 12 minutes early. Control 
Bendigo knew this, but he also knew that the up Deniliquin 
railmotor was 4 minutes late passing Goornong. 

In order to avoid holding the Race Special at the Junction for 
perhaps 20 minutes, the meeting point between the Deniliquin 
motor and the Race Special had to be changed from the Junction 
to the Racecourse. 

In other words, the Junction - Racecourse Staff was at the 
Racecourse whereas it was wanted at the Junction. In view of the 
short distance, it was quicker to transfer the Staff rather than to issue 


a Line Clear Report, and so Control rang the Racecourse and asked 
the Inspector to transfer the Junction - Racecourse Staff from the 
Racecourse to the Junction by road motor. The Race Special arrived 
at the Racecourse at 11 15, 20 minutes early and it was in the clear 
there 11 minutes before the Deniliquin motor came through. 


The Deniliquin motor left the Racecourse about 7 minutes late 
taking a Ticket to the Junction because the empty car train would 
be following. The empty car train took the Junction - Racecourse 
Staff to the Junction because it would next be needed there for the 
12 10 pm Deniliquin motor. 


The Deniliquin motor took Tickets through both sections 
because the Special Goods was following and the Special Goods 
took Tickets through both sections because the Empty Car train was 
following between the Junction and the Racecourse and the Cohuna 
motor would be following from Racecourse to Goornong. The 
Cohuna motor usually took the Junction - Racecourse Staff to the 
Racecourse and a Ticket from Racecourse to Goornong. 


After the Cohuna motor had arrived at Goornong about 6 pm, the 
Inspector could collect the two Staffs from the Racecourse and take 
them to the Junction where normal electric staff working could be 
resumed. 
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I found that the race special consisted of B63-31BE (air- 
conditioned clerestory-roofed wooden economy class com- 
partment car)-Murray (steel dining car)-2AS (airconditioned 
steel first class compartment car)-32CE (six wheel bogie 
clerestory-roofed guard’s van). This was in accordance with 
the Special Train Notice, except that the BE had replaced 
the BS. 

In the platform behind this train was the Great Northern 
Limited, usually due out at 8.45 am, but held today until 9.05 
am. It had three cars and a van and was waiting for an engine. 
B85-ABU-AS-CE were ready to run the 9.10 am. Dimboola 
pass., a Geelong commuter train, B72-BW-BW-AW-AE- 
BW-BW-BW-BW-BCE arrived, the standard gauge Inter- 
capital Daylight was about to leave from platform 1 and a 
Seymour pass. arrived with a T class and three cars. While 
watching all this activity, I heard the driver telling the guard 


Serer eS 
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The down Cohuna passenger, a 102 hp Walker railmotor, pauses at Bendigo Racecourse 


The opening of the dining car was announced by the con- 
ductor as he checked the tickets and I noted that there were 
seven people (driver, fireman, guard, conductor and three 
buffet girls) running the train, on which there were 57 pas- 
sengers. 

At Woodend, we waited time from 9.53 to 9.58 and a Race 
official entrained to sell entrance tickets and race books. At 
Kyneton the signalman, in the three storey signalbox at Mol- 
lison Street gates, brought the train to a crawl as he waited for 
thé clearance of Y113, on a down goods, which we later over- 
took as it refuged in a siding at Malmsbury. 

I visited the dining car, (coffee and sandwiches 40 cents) 
somewhere near the Elphinstone tunnel and while listening 
to endless talk about horses, courses, dogs and odds, I caught 
a glimpse of the Maryborough railmotor, 24RM, in the branch 
platform at Castlemaine. 


2 wat a 


whilst safeworking formalities are carried out and to pick up a passenger who had been at 
the race meeting. The driver will receive a ticket to allow his train to proceed to Goornong. 
Thurs.13.11.69 


about the slow schedule. Apparently a lady punter some time 
before had complained to one of the Railway Commissioners 
that her soup had been spilt as a result of the motion of the 
train at speed. The schedules had in consequence, been leng- 
thened and a note appeared in the Special Train Notice. Even 
so, the train ran early in both directions. 


We left Spencer Street, on time at 8.45 am, passed the rail- 
motor depot and the No.1 signalbox and I noticed many 
engines shunting, running light to join trains, hauling goods 
trains and humping trucks over the new marshalling yard. 


At South Kensington, where four tracks became double, a 
seven-car multiple-unit electric waited for my train to precede 
and as we crossed the double-tracked Maribyrnong Bridge, 
the sixteen steel cars of the Overland from Adelaide, hauled 
by two S class locos passed. We stopped to pick up passengers 
at Footscray at 8.55 am and I saw several engines at Totten- 
ham. There was a terminating electric train at St Albans, the 
northern limit of both electric trains and three position sig- 
nalling. Sheep and cattle were seen in the open paddocks and 
advertisements for Glen Valley Tea competed with ‘So Many 
Miles to Griffiths Brothers Tea’ hung on railway fences. 


Shortly after passing the non-interlocked block post at 
Ravenswood, specially switched in for today’s race special, we 
went through the Big Hill tunnel (391.3 m) and sped along 
the sweeping curves to reach Bendigo at 11.08. The train did 
not wait for the five minutes given in the special train notice 
but hardly pausing to allow passengers to alight, left the 
station 12 minutes early. 


I foresaw a long wait at the end of the double track at North 
Bendigo crossing the up Deniliquin railmotor but although 
the distant was ‘on’ both home signals were ‘off and after 
slowing to 25 km/h to enable the fireman to pick up the 
Racecourse staff from the signalman on the staff exchange 
platform, we continued on our journey at 11.10. 


I was not aware until later that the up Cohuna railmotor 
had passed North Bendigo at 11 am, Bendigo control decided 
to advance the down race special, known to be eight minutes 
early, to the Racecourse where it would meet the up Denili- 
quin railmotor, known to be running four minutes late. He 
rang this decision through to the Racecourse and the inspec- 
tor had then no more than 10 minutes to transfer the staff 
from the Racecourse to North Bendigo by car. That he suc- 


ceeded was evident from our non-stop run through North 
Bendigo and also by the inspector’s appearance at the Race- 
course up end points as we approached. 

We were checked momentarily at the down home signal, 
which was lowered after the inspector waved a green flag. He 
then held the staff-locked points, which he had released with 
his staff master key and turned the train into the platform 
road, where we arrived 20 minutes early. 

The signal assistant took the staff from the fireman, noted 
the taildisc on the van and after he had entered the time in the 
Train Register Book, | heard him report to Bendigo Control, 
‘Racecourse, down racer in at 11.15. Is the next on the up the 
Denny motor?’ The train controller intended this and so the 
signal assistant unlocked the North Bendigo ticket box with 
the staff he had just received and took out a ‘Pink Ticket’ 
which he filled in and signed. The ticket read “Train No.46. To 
the railmotor driver. You are authorised after seeing the train 
staff for the Section to proceed from Bendigo Racecourse to 
North Bendigo Junction and the Train Staff will follow.’ 

At 11.26 62RM-27C came past the lowered up home signal 
and stopped conveniently near the open door of the leading 
car of the race special thus enabling the station assistant to 
take the Goornong staff from the driver and give him a staff 
ticket, at the same time showing him the North Bendigo staff. 
(In the photograph, the triangular head of the staff can be 
seen.) As the railmotor left, the staff was locked away and 
the APIX message phoned through to North Bendigo. The 
engine of the race special could now run round its train and 
re-marshall the van and the staff-locked points at both ends of 
the loop siding were unlocked with the inspector’s master 
key. 

The engine coupled to the van, which was uncoupled from 
the rest of the train and the van was drawn forward and set 
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back onto the mainline, the rest of the cars being drawn out 
and shunted onto the van. The train was then coupled, the air 
put through and the guard made his terminal brake test. By 
this time the ACRE message had been received from North 
Bendigo so the staff could be released and given to the driver 
who took the empty train out at 11.38, with one passenger! 

There were, surprisingly, two engines in steam in the 
North Bendigo Workshops yard, J558 and K174. The K was 
on the Eaglehawk all-sidings pilot, which had preceded my 
empty car train from North Bendigo. 

In Bendigo station, the down Deniliquin, 59RM-42C and 
Sea Lake, 56RM, railmotors were in No.1 road, the down 
platform, the cars off the down Great Northern Limited were 
in No.2. the Eaglehawk pilot was in No.3 and the 12 noon up 
Melbourne pass., B64-24BW-Taggerty-3BZ-AZ-22CE, was in 
No.4, the up platform, so the empty cars had to wait at the up 
home signal post at Williamson Street from 11.49 am until the 
down Deniliquin railmotor left at 12.20 pm. The empty cars 
eventually arrived in No.1 road at 12.25 pm and the engine 
ran round via No.2 road, which was now free, the race train 
standing in No.1 road, outside the Superintendent’s Office, 
whilst being serviced. 

In the meantime, the 12.35 pm down Echuca goods had 
made its way into the station, a T class with 45 four-wheeled 
vehicles, most of which were cattle trucks. The tonnage was 
only 418, which was well below the 1828 allowed in the list in 
the Working Time Table for the line to Echuca, which had 
a ruling grade for down trains of 1 in 241. 

The goods left at 1.18 pm, just ahead of the down empty 
cars train, which was held at both Williamson Street and 
North Bendigo Junction ’waiting line clear’. The empty cars 
ran back to the racecourse without a van at the rear. Normally 
rule 232 applied: ‘No train may be ona running line without a 


A photo showing the down empty cars returning to Bendigo Racecourse without a van at the rear of the train. 
The taildisc can be clearly seen swinging from the vestibule door handle of car 2AS whilst the guard 
watches his train’s progress through North Bendigo Junction. Thurs.24.6.71 
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B81 and its train wait in the loop at Bendigo Racecourse. The simple nature of the layout can be 


appreciated from this photo. Thurs.13.11.69 


van in the rear’, although the General Appendix allowed 
exceptions, one of which was for empty passenger trains 
between Bendigo and Bendigo Racecourse. 

The guard still had to ride in the last vehicle and the pres- 
cribed tail signals had to be carried on it. (In the illustration, 
the guard of the empty car train can be seen looking ahead, 
Rule 199 — ‘When passing signalboxes’, from the last vehicle 
as the train was held at the Williamson Street down starting 
signal while waiting for the Echuca goods to clear the race- 
course). The folding taildisc, seen swinging from the vesti- 
bule door handle of car 2AS, was listed as an item to be carried 
by the guards of country passenger trains. 

After lunch I spent some time with the District Chief 
Clerk, who was planning the movements of the Medical & 
Vision Test Car through his district. This car would take the 
doctor and the examining facilities to the employees, not 
vice versa. 

Near the Chief Clerk was the train control office, where the 
controller on duty was receiving information about trains in 
the district and plotting this information on his four graphs: 


= Bendigo - Cohuna - Balranald - Deniliquin, 
Bendigo - Swan Hill - Koondrook - Kooloonong, 
Bendigo - Korong Vale - Kulwin, and 

Korong Vale - Robinvale. 


Each of these sheets showed 24 hours horizontally, at about 
5 cm to the hour and vertically at 2.54 cm to 25 km or so. Pre- 
printed on these sheets were the theory lines for all passenger 
trains and for most of the goods trains. Theory lines con- 
nected station/time intersections in such a way that down 
trains were represented by diagonal lines top left to bottom 
right and up trains by diagonal lines bottom left to top right. 

On a single track, the theory lines in opposite directions 
had to meet at horizontal lines representing crossing stations. 
Spaces at the top and bottom of each sheet were provided for 
items like train number, engine number, number of vehicles, 
tonnage, number of passengers and the names of the driver 
and guard. 


As each train passed a signalbox or station, the signalman 
advised the controller the time and the latter marked his 
graph with the actual theory line and this was automatically 
compared with the pre-printed line. The controller was thus 
able to decide on alterations to the planned programme or 
to direct trains to cross out of course, as he did earlier that 
morning, or to arrange for extra trains to run, as well as pro- 
viding alternatives when engines failed, trains were derailed 
or other emergencies arose. 


Comments about these incidents were written on the 
sheets and as a result, the graph provided, and still provides, 
a comprehensive record of the day to day traffic and a remark- 
ably interesting addition to an enthusiast’s collection. 


On the Echuca line graph for this race day I saw in the 
squares at the top: 
= Description of train: 11.20 am Racecourse. 
Number of passengers: 33/24. 
Number of vehicles/tonnage: 4/213. 
Classes of vehicles: CE, AS, Murray, BE. 
Driver/Guard: Haining/Fitzpatrick. 


As I was watching, the down empty car train was reported 
in at the Racecourse and a little later, the goods passed 
through Goornong. The controller was also busy arranging a 
supply of goods trucks wagons to Quambatook; there were 
some available at Gregwin, but others looked like having to 
come from Chillingollah or Chinkapook. The Chief Con- 
troller was discussing with the District Engineer the running 
of a ballast train to work in the Elphinstone tunnel on the 


following Sunday, when single line working by pilotman was 
going to be needed. 


As the up race special would not be stopping at Bendigo, 
I caught a bus back to the racecourse and this enabled me to 
spend some time talking to the Block Inspector, who told me 
of some of the occasions when line clear reports were needed. 
One was for an up goods train which was ready to leave the 
racecourse and the staff was at North Bendigo, ready for 
the down empty car trains, which had been delayed. 


On another occasion, there had been a switch trip from 
Bendigo to Epsom Pottery siding and when it returned, the 
Racecourse - Goornong staff was at the racecourse and the 
next train through the section was an up railmotor from 
Goornong. 


THE RETURN JOURNEY 


The special had been ready and standing in the platform since 
about 2.00 pm and as departure time approached the driver 
was given the Racecourse - North Bendigo staff and success- 
ful punters, if any, had joined the train. The dining car began 
to do brisk business and at 5.00 pm the guard waved his flag 
and the special moved away, bouncing through the up end 
points. 

The signalman at North Bendigo came out to take the staff 
at 5.05 pm and we went through Bendigo at 5.09, where the 
up Melbourne pass. and 58RM on the down Cohuna rail- 
motor, were in No.1 platform, ready to leave in opposite 
directions. 


Ravenswood was still switched in and at Castlemaine, at 
5.40, we overtook an up goods with B84 and T343 on a long 
string of bogie wagons, some of which carried Messageries 
Maritimes containers. 
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The Maryborough railmotor came into the branch plat- 
form as we left and whilst I was enjoying my evening meal in 
the dining car we stopped at Elphinstone at 5.56 for an 
unknown reason and I noted a down goods hauled by a B 
class. We stopped again at Woodened at 6.26 and here 88RM, 
the down Daylesford railmotor, was waiting to connect with 
the 5.04 pm down Bendigo express, which as B64-AZ-BZ- 
Taggerty- ABW-ABW-CE-VP, arrived as we started. 


Just after passing Macedon at 6.35, the 5.14 pm Kyneton 
pass. was seen on the down line with a T class and four cars. 
The 5.45 down Kyneton railmotor was near Clarkefield at 
6.51 and there was a down goods at Diggers’ Rest at 7.08. 


After stopping at Footscray to change crews, we arrived at 
Spencer Street at 7.42 pm, six minutes early. Across the yard, 
X44 on the standard gauge Southern Aurora and the broad 
gauge Adelaide Overland, still awaiting a locomotive, were 
waiting to depart. 


Back at Bendigo, no doubt, the divided staff had been 
replaced and the 4.35 pm up Echuca goods, carrying a North 
Bendigo - Goornong electric staff, would be clattering past 
the racecourse without a pause. 


It is close on 24 years since I made the journey to Bendigo 
and wrote down my observations, and (surprise) took some 
photographs. I am glad now that my record of the events 
WAS made in such detail. At the time it seemed like another 
ordinary day and I was sure that there would be unlimited 
opportunities to do it again whenever I had a Flexiday, which 
wasn’t all that true. My Flexidays didn’t last much longer. Nor 
did many of the interesting railway events and pieces of 
equipment which I saw. Sometime, I might list the railway 
events before 1971, and for that matter the events, mostly sad, 
in the 24 years since this story in 1971. 


eee 
B81 awaits departure from Bendigo Racecourse with the up Race Special which will 
return punters to Melbourne. Thurs.13.11.69 
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Driver Gerald Dee alights from X36 to ‘Bell Out’ for the last time. Thurs.17.11.60 Photographer unknown 


A RAILWAYMAN’S VIEW 
ON PRESERVATION 


A. the years went by and one put 


in many hours on locomotives, one 
developed a fondness for the steam 
engine. They became part of our lives, 
the A?, N, X, R, H, D', D’, D®, D* or K, 
one all and the others became like per- 
sonal friends. I was especially fond of my steam locomotives 
and would in time develop a kindred regard for the other 
forms of traction. Here are some stories never told before 
but definitely relate to preservation of locomotives. 


I passed for driving in July 1958 (on R754) and transferred 
to Electric Running Depot and was there from January 1959 
until early 1960. During this time I was rostered on Sandring- 
ham line running and during the morning peak would be 
on up suburbans from Sandringham. 


The late George Brown always rode with the driver when 
going to the office and I would look forward to him riding 
with me from North or Middle Brighton. At this stage H220 
was positioned in the lay-by sidings near the Timber Mill at 
Newport Workshops. This is where the locomotives used to 
gather before moving off to the dismantling road to be 
broken up. I was worried about the H because I thought that it 
should be kept — yes, preserved. 


When Mr Brown rode with me I would always ask him 
what the Department intended to do with H220. I told him 
that I believed that the engine was a monument to the men of 
Newport Workshops and the people concerned with loco- 


Gerald A Dee 


Railwaymen, especially 
enginemen, are generally 
proud of their tradition 


motives of the Victorian Railways. 
He replied that the locomotive was 
worth a considerable sum of scrap 
value but there was something to be 
said about preserving it. My reply was 
that it was worth ‘x’ amount today, 
but in posterity that its value was inestimable. 

Well, each time Mr Brown came aboard we kept up our 
friendly banter on H220. I noted that when passing Newport 
Workshops that the big 4-8-4 was still in the lay-by sidings. 

Then it happened. Mr Brown joined me with a broad smile 
and enquired if I had passed Newport Workshops recently. 
ladmitted that I hadn’t. “Well Gerald, you will find that H220 
has been moved. Not to the scrapping road, but is positioned 
at the Apprentices’ Training College, to enable our lads see 
what we used to build here. As far as 1am concerned Gerald, 
she will be kept for all time.” 

I thanked Mr Brown and felt that it was good that the big 
locomotive was to be kept and I was pleased to think that my 
words might have had something to do with its preservation. 

Now time advances to the early 1960s when the last of the 
big, friendly, hand fed Mikados were on the vanishing trail. 
On 17 November 1960, I was given the job by Harold Adams 
of preparing X36 and X29 to take them to Newport Shops. 
It was a sad occasion for me, for here were the last two of the 
big Mikados. A lad whose name | cannot recall rode on X29 
and X36 was the hauling locomotive. My fireman on this final 
run was Doug Clarke. 


We prepared the two locomotives and set out for Newport 
Workshops. Jan Barkla followed us and photographed us at 
the Maribyrnong River bridge. Eric Quinlan photographed us 
at Spotswood and Peter Dunbar photographed us between 
Spotswood and Newport. All too soon we had arrived at 
Newport Workshops and the day of the big Mikado on 
the VR was over. The steam ebbed away and the engine joined 
the others on the lay-by sidings near the Timber Mill. 

Not long afterwards and prior to Christmas 1960, X29 
and X36 were pushed onto the scrapping road with X29 
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On the main line for the last time, X36 hauls X29 toward their eventual fate. The duo are seen between 
South Kensington and the Maribyrnong River bridge 


ey 


being the first in. Soon the gas flame started on X29. Guide 
were destroyed. Other parts followed and by the time the 
Workshops broke up for the Christmas/New Year break 
X29 was about half to two-thirds of the way through the 
dismantling process. X36 was untouched but silently awaited 
its fate. 

All the time I was thinking about those two locomotives. 
Early in January I was at Port Melbourne photographing the 
arrival of the Johann V, Van Oldenbarnefeldt, for | used to 
photograph passenger liners at Port Melbourne. 


X36 hauling X29 passes oil burning J546 under an impressive signal bridge at North Melbourne. 


Thurs.17.11.60 Both photos lan R Barkla 


H220, saved from the scrappers, stands at the Apprentices’ Training College, Newport Workshops. 
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Tues.7.6.60 Gerald A Dee 


I recall looking across to the saw tooth profile of the erect- 
ing shop at Newport and thinking of X36, silently awaiting its 
fate. Something had to be done before the Workshops 
resumed work, for soon after the last of the big Mikados 
would be gone. 


The thought of Mr Brown came to mind. I recalled how 
men at North Melbourne Loco Depot held him in high regard 
as one who could always be spoken with. I was familiar to Mr 
Brown and when I came home that day I telephoned his sec- 
retary and asked if I could personally see him about loco- 
motive preservation. Mr Brown at that time was the Deputy 
Chairman of Commissioners. An interview was arranged 
(before the Workshops went back to work) and, accompa- 
nied by my wife Lorna, at the time and day appointed I went 
to see Mr Brown. The year was 1961. Mr Brown had done 
something about H220, why not X36? 


Prior to going to see him I had prepared a list of loco- 
motives preserved by the Chesapeake and Ohio, Union 
Pacific, Baltimore and Ohio and other US railroads, the loco- 
motives preserved at the initial York Museum in England, 
and what the French (SNCF) Railways had kept. Even the 
Japanese Railways were listed. 


Mr Brown showed his interest and we generally spoke on 
the preservation scene in Victoria. He said he would consider 
the matter and was curious to know why I had come to see 
him. I said I was very mindful of the fact that X36 was on the 
scrapping road outside the erecting shop and that it would 
be a great loss if the engine was cut up and dismantled. 

I reminded him of how people regarded the X class loco- 
motives. Big, friendly, easy steaming, easy riding engine and 
that locomotives reminded me of people. Engineers, drafts- 
men, fitters, boilermakers, labourers, drivers, firemen, brick 


arch builders, in fact the whole gamut of railway people. 
All the time I kept thinking of X36 awaiting its fate. 

Finally he said to me, “You are really concerned about the 
locomotive.” I replied that I was and he said he would have 
Stanley Keane, Chief Mechanical Engineer, have the engine 
moved that afternoon back to the lay-by sidings while he 
sorted out what could be done. Lorna and I thanked 
Mr Brown for his attention and time and I walked out of 
67 Spencer Street a relieved man. X36 was to be moved and 
something would be done — for that was George Brown, 
a man of his word. 


The big Mikado was moved soon afterwards (I went to 
Newport Workshops to see) and so it began its second 
Victorian Railways’ role — on the Preservation Track. The 
Workshops resumed work but X36 was saved. The following 
February our ARHS representatives went to see George 
Brown and from that meeting was formulated the Railway 
Museum. 


Eric Quinlan had been busy on the preservation subject, 
also writing to people regarding the formulation of a Railway 
Museum. Arthur Hill had likewise been busy and was 
to become the Railway Museum Chairman. In reflection it is 
a great pity that we three had not got together, but ultimately 
the Museum was formed and today is an historic gathering 
of locomotives in memory lane waiting out the hours into 
posterity to become more valuable mementos of our past 
transport heritage as time evolves. 


Today the work of ex-railwaymen like Graham Rayson 
and Bob Shires, non-railwaymen like Tom Precious, Michael 
Clevitt and Ian Bird, all co-operate with others to work 
on and keep this an ongoing enterprise. We thank them all 
for their endeavours. 
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Graham is stop 128 on Met Tram’s route 109, Mont Albert - Port Melbourne, operated from 
Kew depot. Never has a location which still has rail tracks changed so much in the three 
decades that separate these two photographs 


Above: The top photograph, taken in the late 1960s, shows a two car Tait set from Port 
Melbourne about to cross Graham Street and arrive at the up platform. The signal box had 62 
levers and two sets of interlocked gates. The tracks at the right of the photo ran to the New 
(Princes) Pier and various goods sidings. The signal box was replaced by a panel when the level 
crossing was abolished and the overbridge was built as part of the Westgate Bridge project in 
the early 1970s Late Douglas Smallpage — Stuart Turnbull collection 


Below: A2 272 glides to a halt at the low level platform at Graham on Sun.17.9.95 Staart Turnbull 


[onaven 109 ie 
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Above: In an interesting time exposure, photographer David Dunn has left 
the shutter open as A79 arrives at Albury with the down pass. at 20 55, 


NIGHT SHIFT after sunset. Fri.9.12.94 


Below: The station yard at Crib Point is not well lit. N452 has been lit by 
multiple bursts of flash in a long time exposure. Sun.12.11.95 Stuart Turnbull 
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Above: 8178 and a blue sister loco are about to depart from the National Rail yard at South Dynon with 
a Sydney-bound superfreighter 

Below: Great Northern Rail Services ex WAGR J class diesel units 104 and 103 are photographed in the 
carriage shed at South Dynon using electronic flash fill. Sat.2.12.95 Both photos Steve Munro 
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A photo of the station and yard at Cudgewa, looking towards Wodonga. 
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The year is 1957 Photo courtesy of the PIC 


—A look at the — 
CUDGEWA RAILWAY 


The track from Wodonga 


i he broad gauge line in this yard 
was removed on 25 January 1995 but 
the remainder of the branch was 
removed in the late 1980s. 

The bridge over the Kiewa River 
has been removed and all that remains ° 
at the site of the next station, Bonegilla * 


to the Yackandandah Road 
level crossing is still intact 
and from this crossing 
entrance 1s made to the 
Bandiana (306 km, 
172.5 m)* container 


Only the work hut floor remains at 
Darbyshire (361.1 km, 500.2 m) and a 

> dirt mound is all that is visible at Koe- 
> tong (368.3 km, 623.9 m). Shelley 
(378.8 km, 780.9 m), the highest rail- 
way station in Victoria, sits atop a pre- 
dominantly 1:39 grade approximately 


(312 km, 181.6 m), is about 6 metres of terminal eight kilometres long. All that is visible 
crumbling platform. Ebden (314.2 km, is the overgrown platform and the mast 
194.4 m), the next station only has a of the up home signal which is lying on 
dirt mound at the site of the main Lloyd Matthews the ground. The station building was 


platform. 

From Ebden the formation is still 
quite pronounced and at Huon (323.3 km, 175.8 m) the 
station platform still exists, as does the goods shed. A section 
of track is still intact in the yard and at the down end of which 
are some goods wagons, a breakdown van and a shunting 
tractor. Two very run down railmotors rest on the up end 
of the section of track. 

Only the giant cement pylons remain at the Sandy Creek 
bridge with some of the girders still stored in Bandiana yard. 
The main platform, engine shed and goods shed still remain 
at Tallangatta (341.6 km, 189.6 m) and over the Mitta River 
bridge the remains of Old Tallangatta can be seen when the 
Hume Weir is at a low level. The mounds of the platform and 
goods shed are visible as are portions of the long viaduct. 

At Bullioh (349.2 km, 219.1 m) the main stockrace plat- 
forms are all that remain and the two trestle bridges on the 
down side of the station, although in poor condition, are 
still standing. 


purchased by a farmer in 1989 who has 
restored it on his property near Wabba. 

Beetoomba (394.6 km, 393.2 m) lies at the foot of a 15.8 km 
1:39 down grade and all that can be seen is an old works hut 
and buffer stop. At Wabba (402 km, 355.1 m) only the 
platform is visible and at the end of the line at Cudgewa 
(410.3 km, 325.2 m) the dirt mounds of the passenger and 
stockyard platforms are visible, as is the cement base of the 
water tank stand. 

As a matter of interest, in the early 1980s a railway spokes- 
man suggested that the track to Shelley be retained and con- 
verted to standard gauge in order to allow pine logs to be 
railed direct to the new newsprint mill at Ettamogah and a 
second suggestion was made to retain a section of track 
around the Hume Weir as a tourist railway. It is unfortunate 
that neither suggestion was carried out. 


*The first figure shown is the distance from Melbourne and the 
other figure is the height above the high water mark. 
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Above: In 1971, the passenger platform was intact at Bonegilla, complete with 
enamel station sign. R707 performs for the photographers on a tour train 
photo runby R Wilson 


Below: The platform has collapsed and nature is gradually reclaiming the 
roadbed in this May 1994 scene Lioyd Matthews 
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Above: In 1922, the station yard at Ebden was a hive of activity as freight was 
transferred to and from horse and bullock drawn vehicles E Sheather 


Below: The site of Edben in February 1994. The old platform mound is at the 
centre of the picture in the middle distance L/oyd Matthews 
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Above: A Leyland railmotor has just arrived at Huon Lane station in the late 
1920s. The driver on the platform is T Judge Photo courtesy of the Judge Family 


Below: The Cudgewa line was deviated when the Hume Dam was built in 1930 
and again when the dam wall was extended in 1958. Huon Lane station was 
inundated by Lake Hume and its remains are visible only during times of 
drought. This photo, taken in 1985, shows the stumps of the passenger 
platform at left and those of the goods shed at right Lloyd Holmes 


| Huon LANE 
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Above: A view of Huon station taken from the rear window of the up Tallangatta 
railmotor. K152 is in the loop with a short up Tallangatta goods. Mon.28.11.55 John Stormont 


Below: A rail tractor, wooden van, Z van and several open wagons lie derelict at Huon. 
November 1993 Lloyd Matthews 
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The Sandy Creek viaduct was rebuilt in 1958 when Lake Hume was 
enlarged. The girders were removed and some were later used in the 
construction of a new bridge across the Glenelg River at Dartmoor on 
the Heywood - Mount Gambier line 


Above: K153 coming off the bridge with a tour train in the 1970s 
K Moore collection 


Below: The bridge as it is today Lloyd Matthews 
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The station at Tallangatta was moved 
when Lake Hume was enlarged. J518 is 
at New Tallangatta on an AREA tour 
Sat.2.12.61 Ian R Barkla 
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A photo of the goods shed at 
New Tallangatta in 1977 
Photo courtesy of Tallangatta Historical Society 


The goods shed at New 
Tallangatta. November 1993 
Lloyd Matthews 


The yard area is now overgrown and 
the platform mound is at the centre 
left of the picture. January 1995 
Lloyd Matthews 
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SHELLEY 


At 2,562 feet above sea level, Shelley 
was the highest railway station in 
Victoria. This photo shows the station 
and yard in 1969 Lloyd Holmes 


Beetoomba station in the 1930s 
ARHS Archives 
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Above: Cudgewa yard in 1964. Note the gantry crane at left installed for | 
transferring large amounts of freight from rail to road for the Snowy Mountains | 
project A Mildren | 
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Above: Cudgewa station in 1973 A Mildren 
Below: The remains of Cudgewa station in January 1989 F Rochow 
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A. Monthly update of Locomotive and Rollingstock news 


CARRIAGES 


BCZ: Following the removal of Z car- 
riage sets from the car working rosters 
(with the exception of one set), and 
the removal of S type rollingstock a 
shortage of spare economy class car- 
riages occurred during October. 

Progressively, ACZ first class car- 
riages are being returned to service as 
economy class cars. The carriage classi- 
fication has now been altered to BCZ. 

Four ACZ carriages were withdrawn 
from service in 1994/95 and stored at 
Bendigo and Ballarat. Two of these cars 
ACZ251 and ACZ258 were returned 
to service by Sat.14.10 as BCZ and a 
further carriage ACZ 261 had been 
downgraded. 

As part of the reclassification pro- 
cess, the car identification decals are 
altered to BCZ and lettering from first 
to economy is changed. All metal 
trays from seat backs are also being 
removed. 

The further two ACZ cars that were 
in storage (ACZ254 and 256) are pro- 
grammed to re-enter service in 1996. 

ACZ253, 259 and 262 were observed 
still as first class in October 1995. 

BCZ carriages have also been turned 
with the van compartment now at the 
west end and are assembled on the 
remaining Z set; or as an extra car on 
an N of FN set. 

BCZ 251 and 258 have been con- 
verted to operate from HEP. 


BZ: Carriage BZ 268 had been con-. 


verted from axle driven generator to 
HEP operation by October 1995. 

BZ type carriages will also be con- 
verted to BZN cars in the future with 
the new requirement for 10 FN sets. 

V/Line Passenger has a total of four 
BZ cars, numbers BZ264, 265, 266 and 
268. BZS cars number six so the total 
of ten will be progressively rebuilt as 
BZN cars. 

The four V/Line BZ cars have the 
following histories: 


= BZ264—built Newport Workshops, 
February 1957, as BZ1. Refurbished 
internally and returned to service in 
1983/84, renumbered BZ264 in 1985. 
As part of the refurbishment pro- 
cess, the gents’ washroom was 
abolished and a luggage shelf and 
litter receptacle provided. New cloth 
upholstery, laminate panelling and 
carpets were also provided as part 
of the upgrading. BZ264 has been 


repainted in V/Line Passenger livery 
and now operates off HEP. 


= BZ265 — built as BZ2 in June 1957, 
rebuilt and refurbished at Bendigo 
Workshops in the 1980s and reclassi- 
fied as BZ265. Included in this 
general overhaul, curtains were 
installed in place of vinyl blinds and 
the car was converted to HEP oper- 
ation. BZ265 is due for a visit to the 
workshops in 1996, when it will be 
rebuilt as a BZN car. 


# BZ268 — built in October 1958 as 
BZ5, received an overhaul and 
rebuild as BZ268 at Bendigo Work- 
shops in 1986. Converted to HEP 
operation in September 1995 (the 
last car to operate off battery 
supply). 

BZ carriages have worked princi- 
pally on longer distance passenger 
trains in Victoria, and have been used 
regularly on N sets as the fourth 
vehicle in recent times. 


These cars were painted blue and 
gold upon construction, which was 
altered to tangerine in the 1980s, fol- 
lowing the upgrading of these cars. 
Two variations in the tangerine livery 
were deployed on these cars. At first 
they were in an all orange guise with 
silver stripes, later appearing with 
white/green stripes below window 
level. 

BZ cars were fitted with reading and 
night lights for use on overnight ser- 
vices and this has been removed from 
some of the cars. The exterior lettering 
‘Economy’ is also missing from some 
vehicles, as these cars have been used as 
first class cars at periods of shortages of 
suitable first class cars. 

Three BZ carriages BZ267 — ex BZ4, 
BZ269 — ex BZ6 and BZ270 — ex BZ7 
have been sold to WCR. 


The history of these cars is as 
follows: 


= BZ267—built Newport Workshops, 
August 1958, rebuilt as BZ267 at 
Bendigo Workshops 1984/85. Re- 
painted tangerine and as at October 
1995 at the WCR Ballarat depot for 
repainting WCR livery and repairs. 
= BZ269 — built December 1958 as 
BZ6. Rebuilt and renumbered 
BZ269 in 1985/6 at Bendigo Work- 
shops. Presently in service on WCR 
services. Retains axle driven power 


supply. 


= BZ270 — built at Newport Work- 
shops in 1959. Prior to the con- 
struction of carriages for the stan- 
dard gauge, and may have been used 
initially on the Spirit of Progress; as 
were other BZ cars. Rebuilt as 
BZ270 in the 1980s, with overhaul at 
Bendigo. Transferred to WCR and 
used principally on their services 
from 1993. Involved in the Werribee 
derailment on Sat.2.9, and presently 
under quarantine at Newport Work- 
shops pending an inquiry into the 
accident. 
WCR carriages have had a WCR 

decal applied over the V/Line logo. 


FN SETS: When originally planned, 
the FN concept saw six sets created, 
however the possibility now exists that 
ten sets of four cars will be created, 
with the fourth car either a BZ, BZN, 
BZS or BCZ carriage. 

W/Line Passenger have obtained 
funding for the rebuilding of carriages 
to the BZN standard and to date 
(October 1995), two cars had been 
returned to service with a third 
expected in December 1995. 

Six N sets have been converted to 
HEP, namely FN1, 10, 12, 15, 18 and 19. 
As part of the process a further four 
will be converted. 


N SETS: Set N9 passed through New- 
port Workshops during October and 
has been repainted in the new livery. 
Set N17 was also in the workshops for 
overhaul on Sat.28.10 and installation 
of HEP through cabling. 

Three car sets N2, 3 and 7 still 
require HEP through cabling. 

N sets N4, 9, 11 and FN10 have been 
painted in the new livery. 


CLASSIC CARRIAGES: Two special 
trains operated using V/Line classic 
carriages during October. The first to 
Wangaratta with N462-BCZ261-Club 
car 1 (Victoria )-Avoca-Norman on Fri. 
20.10 and another on Sat.28.10 to Gis- 
borne for Great Northern Rail Services 
with 377-376-PCJ (power van)-Club 
car 1-Norman. 

Avoca diner was also on display with 


: J515 and State car No.4, during the 


naming ceremony at Seymour of 
Sprinter railcars 7017 and 7018. 

Club car 1 has been named Victoria 
and repainted in the heritage train liv- 
ery similar to Avoca and Norman. The 
Murray car was at Seymour for repaint- 
ing during October. 
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il Authority (NSW) locomotive 4814 has been overhauled by Austrac 
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at Junee and will be either 


leased to NRC or for private charter work. Sat.18.11.95 Tim Alderton 


V/Line Travel has had a great 
demand from the charter market for 
these cars and their use will be 
increased in the future. 


S CARRIAGES TENDERED OUT: 
With reference to NEWSRAIL, August 
1995, page 249, the carriages have been 
sold as follows: 


West Coast Rail — BS201, 206, 208 and 
210; and Overland roomette sleeper 
Nankuri. 

Steamrail — BRS230 and three BS cars. 

Seymour Loco Steam Preservation 
Group — BRS226 and three BS cars. 

Great Southern Railway — BRS 227. 


The carriages sold to Steamrail and 
Seymour SLPG are from the group of 
original Spirit of Progress carriages, 
BS202, 204, 209, 211, 213 and 214. 

V/Line is retaining six BS cars in 
storage for possible future use namely 
BS212, 215, 216, 217, 218 and 219. 

West Coast Rail had also purchased 
BRS cars 223 and 229 in September 
1995 following their withdrawal from 
service. 


MTH: Carriage MTH103 has been 
returned to traffic repainted in V/Line 


Passenger livery and it is to repaint all 
four cars used exclusively on the 
Frankston - Stony Point services. 
These cars will also be fitted with 
door locks and be wired for ticket 
machines as part of the OneLink ATS 
project. Two seats may also be 
removed for the provision of this 
equipment. 
H SETS: FSH22 was scheduled for 
repainting in the latter part of 1995. 
Set FLH32, which passed through 
the workshops in August/September, 
has been fitted with new doors on two 
cars as a trial to reduce control failures 
and corrosion. 


WEST COAST RAIL: The carriages 

of the S and Z classes that have been 

purchased by WCR now total 19 

vehicles. 
They are: 

BS (64 seat economy compartment 
type): BS201, 203, 205, 206, 207, 208 
and 210. 

BRS (48 seat economy compartment 
with catering module): BRS221, 
222, 223, 224, 225 and 229. 

BZ (68 seats economy saloon cars 
type): BZ267, 269 and 270. 


The company has also purchased 
diner RMS 2360, sleeper Nankuri, CP 
vans, D vans and four ex SAR 700 
class cars one of which car 711 has been 
restored. 


LOCOMOTIVES/RAILCARS 


V/LINE PASSENGER: Approval has 
been granted for the repainting of pas- 
senger locomotives in the corporate 
colours of V/Line Passenger. N class 
locos will shortly emerge in the colour 


scheme of crimson, blue, white and 
black. 


WLINE FREIGHT: All locos that 
pass through the workshops (mainly 
G, X, T, H and Y classes) will be pro- 
gressively be painted with V/Line 
Freight emblazoned on their sides. 

Locos X33, X34, X38 and G528 have 
been seen in this colour logo. 


SPRINTERS: Car 7019 was at Ben- 
digo Workshops for collision repairs 
in October 1995. 

7017 and 7018 were named Debbie 
Flintoff King and Bob Roycroft at 
Seymour on Fri. 27.10, leaving only 
five units un-named. 


NEWSRAIL January 1996 


Above: West Coast Railway train 8236 passenger, hauled by S300, 
crosses the Barwon River at flood peak on Wed.8.11.95 


Below: Less than two weeks later, flood waters have subsided as $311 
leads the same train across the Barwon River near South Geelong. 
Tues.21.11.95 Both photos Michael Menzies — WCR 


BARWON RIVER 
BRIDGE 
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— 
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NEWSRAIL January 1996 


BOGIE EXCHANGE 


On Friday, 10 November, SLSPG swapped the broad gauge bogies 
that were under B74 with the standard gauge set that were under 
ex-Australian National loco GM36. B74 is currently operating on 
ballast trains on the Western Line and GM36 is the group’s next 
major restoration project. These photos show the bogie exchanging 
operations at Seymour depot. Y133 and F202 assisted with the 
operation A// photos Peter Foote 
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— The — 
CLASSIFICATION 
YARD 


NEWSRAIL’S 
Buy, Sell or Swap and Wanted 
classified ad column 


FOR SALE 


Rail and Tram memorabilia and collectables 
for sale (books, badges, postcards, stamps, 
etc.). Free list of offers from Stafford 
Stamps, Box 73, Kew East, 3102. Phone/ 
Fax: (03) 9859 5827. 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections 
of books and magazines on railways. We are 
interested in American, British and Australian 
Railways. We also have lists available of 
books and magazines we have for sale in the 
shop. For a list please send a SSAE to Train 
World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, East 
Brighton, 3187. Phone (03) 9596 6342. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block 
letters, include full name, address and phone 
number, and cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. 
Send to Advertising Manager, GPO Box 5177AA, 
Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements 
is the 20th of each month. All advertisers are 
advised to read the Advertising Conditions before 
placing any advertisement as they contain an 
indemnity from the advertiser. Copies are avail- 
able on request. 

Charges: Normal rate $2 per line per month. 
Special rate for ARHS members $1 per line per 
month. Minimum charge for all advertisements is 
4 lines per month. 


Nothing to do on 


TUESDAY 
NIGHTS? 


Why not visit the ARHS 
Archives on the down 
platform at Windsor 
from 8 p.m.? 


See you there! 


If YOU are interested in Railways 
why not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Victorian Division? 


Write to the 
Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, 
G.P.O. Melbourne 3001 


BRANCH LINE 


A.R.HLS. 
RAILWAY | 
MUSEUM HOURS: MON.-THURS. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. FRI. : am. - = SAT. 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. 
TRAIN WORLD 


Open every Saturday and Sunday and 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 9596 6342 
Public Holidays (except Christmas Day iGanaesipm,  Wam-epm, . Genser 
and Good Friday): 12 noon - 5 p.m. 
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YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY HOBBY CENTRE 
490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Victoria, 3136 
Phone: (03) 9723 1211 


Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 


. Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 
Also school holidays — 


Wednesdays 1- 4 p.m. ‘Mis BNGINE SHED 


Mid week visits by arrangement: MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 


Phone 9596 3249 5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 9890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Miniature Train Rides: Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


Fourth Sunday of month — 


February to November 


CHAMPION ROAD MODEL TRAIN SUPPLIES 


NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN Mon.-Thurs.10 am-6 pm  Fri.10 am-8 pm Sat. 9 am-4 pm. 


29 Rosella Street, Doncaster East, 3109 
Phone (03) 9841 8089 Fax (03) 9841 4500 


THE 
RAILFAN SHOP 


Melbourne’s Only Railfan Specialist 


M| 
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Books ¢ Magazines ¢ Videos 
Model Railway Supplies 
Mail Orders Welcome 
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40 Market Street, Melbourne 


(Corner Flinders Lane) 
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Monday to Thursday 9 am to 5.30 pm 
Friday 9 am to 7 pm — Saturday 9 am to 4 pm 


Phone/Fax: (03) 9621 2238 
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